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Commonwealth classics converge

Australia’s annual celebration of all
things British returned for its 44th
showing on 1 December, as more
than 300 classics turned out in force
for Terribly British Car Day in
Queanbeyan Park, near Canberra,
New South Wales. This year’s
event was hosted by the Triumph
Car Club and drew exhibitors from
as far afield as Melbourne, Sydney,
Wagga Wagga, Newecastle and
Pambula, with British classics even
travelling from the spiritual home
of Aussie V8 Supercars, Bathurst.
As in previous years there were
prizes for the best-presented club
displays and individual cars.
The Club Shield went to the local
ACT Mini Club, which laid on an
impressive display to mark the

BL material gets
new lease of life

The British Motor Muscum is
launching “The Art of Selling’, a
new research project concentrating
on the sales and press material from
the archives of the former British
Leyland. Funded by awards from
The National Archives, The
Pilgrim Trust, The Wolfson
Foundation and The Foyle
Foundation, the research by the
BMM’s Katie Finn and a team of
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model’s 60th anniversary assisted
by the local BMW Mini dealership.
One of the stars of the stand, Scott
Yates’ brightly coloured Clubman
towing a mock Moke, also won the
Ladies’ Choice award.

Mayor Tim Overall and
Mayoress Nicole Overall turned
back the clock for their favourites,
selecting Tan Pagett’s Sunbeam
Rapier and Howard Taylor’s 1931
Austin Seven, respectively.

available to
the public in an online
catalogue, which went
live before Christmas.

Nearly 16,500 items
have been catalogued in
3000 hours’ work, from
original drafts of press
releases to marketing
materials, with 5000
more to be added during
2020. Tt is available at
The National Archives’
‘Discovery’ database
website (discovery.
nationalarchives.gov.uk)
and is searchable by
make or model. The
material can also be
viewed in person by
appointment in the
museum’s Reading Room.

Meanwhile, the BMM has also
released its 2020 calendar, featuring
18 events including the National
Metro & Mini Show — which will
mark 40 years of the Metro on 21
June — and new gatherings such
as the MGF Register’s 25th
Anniversary on 25-26 July.

See britishmotormuseum.co.uk
for more details on all of the above.

Meanwhile, competition for the
Riders’ Choice was fierce, with
plenty of attention given to an Ariel
that had thumbed a lift in a Series
One Land-Rover. But the award
went to a 1952 Douglas Vespa,
while the Personality Pick was MG
TF owner Michelle Van Wyck.
Away from the award winners,
Jaguar claimed the largest turnout
for a single marque, but the
spectrum of British classics was well
represented by manufacturers
ranging from Aston Martin, Bristol
and Rolls-Royce, through to
Armstrong Siddeley, Lanchester
and even a Ford GT40. The Le
Mans racer attracted huge
attention coinciding with the
cinema release of Le Mans *66.

The spirit of giving washed

over Porsche Club GB and
Bicester Heritage's residents

in December, which combined

to donate more than 200 i
food parcels to the Bicester
Foodbank. PCGB's VW Doka
was enlisted for the job.

“We know our members are
generous; says club manager =
Mandy Sear, “but even we were
amazed at the amount of fcad
thatwas donated.

“One had anaccident on the
way but managed to get hls

that ensuring families can eat
at Christmas puts a crashed
carinto perspective!

Lamborghini London opened its
doors to the marque’s heritage

division, Polo Storico, fora 17-c
display of significant models in

December. The line-up included
Miura S, 400GT, Islero S, LMOO:
Diablo and Countach.

More than 100 classic and
custom Volkswagens took part
in the New Forest VW Santa Ru
from Beaulieu to Southampton
General Hospital on 1 Decembe
delivering presents to children
and teens suffering with cancer
and haematological disorders.

Pebble Beach will welcome

previous Best of Show winners
to its 70th-anniversary concout
d’elegance on 16 August to

celebrate its illustrious history.
Other features include Iso Rivo
Pininfarina, Porsche 917 racers
and the Carrera Panamericana.

More than 5000 visitors flocke
to the most popular The Great
British Land Rover Show to dat
on 24 November. Club turnout
was strong, with a move to the
Stoneleigh Park venue allowing
organisers to scrap fees. Visit
www.greatbritishlrshow.com





